A sketch of John Fitch’s first steamboat, circa 1787. The boat included a series of oars
that were used to propel the boat when steam power failed.
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of John Ericsson, who was
one of the 19th Century’s
most creative engineers
and inventors. Born in
1803 in Sweden, Ericsson
moved to England in 1826,
and it was there that he
developed a screw propel-
ler for use on ships. Erics-
son’s work drew the inter-
est of Robert F. Stockton of

the U.S. Navy, and the two
designed the U.S. Navy’s
first screw-propelled war-
ship, the USS Princeton,
in 1843. Ericsson later
designed and produced
the USS Monitor, which
was revolutionary at the
time due to its armor and
guns mounted in a rotat-
ing turret. The Monitor’s
successful battle with the

One of John Ericsson’s patents for a ship propeller. Prior
to Ericsson’s invention, the paddle wheel was the primary

means of propulsion.
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John Ericsson was one of the
19th Century’s most creative
engineers and inventors.
Ericsson invented the screw
propeller and later designed
and built the USS Monitor,
which became famous during
the Civil War.

Confederate ironclad Vir-
ginia on March 9, 1862
made Ericsson famous in
the North and the naval
battle between the Moni-
tor and Merrimack is one
of the most famous of the
civil war.

The ships designed by
Ericsson used inboard
steam engines as their
power source. However,
it was not long until the
gasoline powered internal
combustion engine re-
placed steam as the popu-
lar source of power. The
first gasoline powered boat
is credited as being built
by gas engine pioneer Got-
tlieb Daimler, who built a
four-cycle boat engine and
tested it in 1887. The in-
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The Remick Country Doctor Museum & Farm
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