
ing factor, I might as well 
begin by 
describ-
i ng  i t . ”  
So says 
A r c h i e 
Goodwin 
as he be-
gins his 
report on 
W o l f e ’ s 
case in-
v o l v i n g 
the big-

gest retainer of his career, 
an impossible charade, 
and the F.B.I.  Number 
one on my list  because it 
was “The Doorbell Rang 
- A Nero Wolfe Mystery” 

Powell’s (the largest inde-
pendent new and used 
bookstore in the world 
www.powells.com ), Port-
land, Oregon with a new 
friend who recommended 
a new author.  And I 
adore both the new friend 
and the new author!  Lov-
ing Paris, as well as mur-
der mysteries, of course 
I’m drawn to a murder 
mystery set in Paris.  This 
one is terrific - a sixty 
year old murder to solve, 
EU politics, and Nazi war 
crimes.

1) The Doorbell Rang - 
Rex Stout

“Since it was the decid-

Spectacular quality contemporary home with boat slip on Meredith Bay and long views overlooking 
Lake Winnipesaukee. Recently updated by a notable Boston architect and interior designer featuring 
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, an open floor plan, 2 marble fireplaces, gourmet kit., s/s appliances, new 
plumbing & electrical fixtures, all new tile baths, custom wall and window treatment, sun room, decks, 
an unbelievable media / home theater on the upper level and two car garage. Located on the front row of 
the Grouse Point Club, a private, gated community having 3000’ of waterfront, a 7000 sqft. clubhouse, 
indoor pool, tennis & more. Call Steve Preston today for appointment to see. (603) 387-5019
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Grouse Point Club Beach

$1,395,000
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Unique Lake Winnipesaukee Waterfront

3) The Burglar In The 
Library  -  Lawrence 
Block

B l o c k ’ s 
Bernie Rho-
d e n b a r r 
m y s t e r -
ies are my 
f a v o r i t e s 
in Block’s 
vast bibli-
o g r a p h y .  
Maybe it ’s 

because Bernie owns 
a used bookstore.  It 
surely couldn’t be that 
Bernie’s after hours life 
as a burglar appeals to 

me.  In this one Bernie 
spends a weekend out-
side Manhattan at an 
upstate B&B trying to get 
his hands on a Raymond 
Chandler first edition.  

2)  Murder  In  The 
Marais - Cara Black

Black is 
a new au-
t h o r  f o r 
m e ,  a n d 
isn’t it al-
ways fun 
to discover 
a new fa-
v o r i t e ?  
T h e r e  I 
w a s  i n 

on A&E on April 22, 2001 
that was the deciding fac-
tor for me.   On that day 
I fell for Archie Goodwin 
(many women do) and I 
began my continuing love 
affair with Rex Stout’s 
Nero Wolfe stories.  This 
is Wolfe and Archie in top 
form.  The case is impos-
sible, the danger from 
the police and F.B.I.is 
extreme, but the money 
is just too good for Wolfe 
to pass up.  And snooting 
the F.B.I.?  Priceless.

 
“Go to hell.  I’m read-

ing.”  - Archie Goodwin

ter to Thomas Jefferson.  
This dispute is credited as 
the driving force behind 
the inclusion of the patent 
clause in the Constitution 
and the passage of the Pat-
ent Act of 1790, which was 
one of the first laws passed 
by the House and Senate 
and signed into law follow-
ing ratification of the U.S. 
Constitution.  

Fitch constructed four 
different steamboats be-
tween 1785 and 1796 and 
showed that steam could 
be used as a power source 
for boats.  However, Fitch 
was not a businessman 

and was unable to manu-
facture a steam boat that 
was economically feasible.  
It was not until after his 
death that Robert Fulton 
built his first boat and it 
was Fulton, and not Fitch, 
who became known as the 
“father of steam naviga-
tion.”

Fulton used a familiar 
paddle wheel design for his 
steamboats but, as we all 
know, these paddle wheels 
have been replaced by the 
familiar propeller, which 
propels most modern pow-
er boats.  The screw pro-
peller was the brainchild 

John Fitch invented the steamboat in 1787.  Fitch’s relationship 
with our founding fathers and his fight with James Rumsey 
over the exclusive rights to the invention resulted in the  
inclusion of the Patent Clause in our Constitution and the 
passage of the first Patent Act in 1790.
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