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plications are being used
throughout the state.
Such weed management
practices cost hundreds
of thousands of dollars
annually for the state,
municipalities, and lo-
cal residents. Howev-
er, please do not take
the management of ex-
otic aquatic plants around
your shoreline property
into your own hands—
you must contact the New
Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services at

(603) 271-2248 or Amy.
Smagula@des.nh.gov be-
fore you consider remov-
ing any plants or putting
any chemicals that you
may have seen advertised
on the internet or in a
catalog into the lake to get
rid of the weeds—not only
is the application of her-
bicides by an untrained,
unlicensed person illegal,
it jeopardizes the health
and welfare of the lake
and those who recreate
in it or get their drinking
water from it.
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What Is NH Lakes
Doing About Exotic
Aquatic Plants?

2010 marks the ninth
year of the New Hamp-
shire Lakes Association’s
(NH LAKES) highly ef-
fective and popular Lake
HostTM courtesy boat in-
spection and exotic plant
prevention program. This
summer, approximately
500 Lake Hosts are staff-
ing 90 boat ramps located
throughout the state in an
effort to prevent the spread
of exotic plants. You may
have already run into one
of these blue-shirted Lake
Hosts at your favorite boat
ramp offering to show you
how to inspect your boat,
trailer, and recreational
gear to remove hitchhik-
ing exotic aquatic plants.
Since 2002, hundreds of
paid and volunteer Lake
Hosts have inspected al-
most 300,000 boats and
trailers and have removed
813 fragments of exotic
aquatic plants that were
about to enter or had just
left a waterbody. In addi-
tion, the number of future
exotic species “saves” that
Lake Hosts have made
by simply educating boat
owners about how to pre-
vent the spread of exotic
plants into New Hamp-
shire’s lakes is immeasur-
able.
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NH LAKES Lake Hosts help boaters prevent the spread
of exotic aquatic plants by showing them how to remove

hitchhiking plant fragments.

What You Can Do To
Prevent The Spread Of
Milfoil And Other

Nuisance Plants.

Even if you use a boat
ramp this summer that is
not staffed by a Lake Host
(or if you don’t use a ramp
at all), you can help pre-
vent the spread of exotic
plants by following these
simple steps:

Clean your boat, trailer,
and recreational vehicle
of all aquatic vegetation
each time before entering
or after leaving a water-
body, even if a Lake Host
isn’t present to help you.

Avoid weed patches and
areas designated as “Re-
stricted Use Areas” while
boating. This will reduce
the chances of spreading
the weed to other parts of
the lake. Remember, any
broken piece of milfoil can
start a new plant.

Remove all fragments of
plants that show up on
the shoreline and dispose
or compost them in an
area where they will not
float back into the lake.

Educate your neigh-
bors, renters, and any
new property owners in
the neighborhood about
exotic species and what
they can do to prevent

their spread.

Become a “Weed Watch-
er” and report any sus-
pected exotic species in-
festations you find in sur-
face waters to the New
Hampshire Department
of Environmental Services
at (603) 271-2248 or Amy.
Smagula@des.nh.gov.

Thank you for your help
in keeping New Hamp-
shire’s lakes and ponds
milfoil-free!

For information about
how to participate in the
NH LAKES Lake Host pro-
gram, visit www.nhlakes.
org or contact Andrea
LaMoreaux, NH LAKES
Education Director, at
alamoreaux@nhlakes.org
or (603) 226-0299.

NH LAKES is a statewide,
nonprofit, member-supported
organization dedicated to pro-
tecting New Hampshire’s lakes
for the safety and enjoyment
of current and future genera-
tions. For more information on
the organization’s lake protec-
tion efforts across the state
and how to help, please visit
www.nhlakes.org or contact
(603) 226-0299. To receive NH
LAKES’ free monthly e-news
blast, Shorelines, full of inter-
esting lake-related information,

sign up on the website.




