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in military service in Afri-
ca, where he regularly rid
village dwellings of deadly
black mamba snakes.

“The fear of snakes is
hard-wired into humans,”
explains Eric D’Aleo, a
naturalist at the Squam
Lakes Natural Science
Center in Holderness. “If
you look at evolutionary
advantages in primates,
having a healthy fear of
snakes probably aided in
survival. You could po-
tentially die from a snake
bite. We still have that
fear within us, especially
if we’re startled.”

Here in New England,
snakes are the stuff of
outdoor adventures, a
quiet but universal part
of outside life - or the
surprise around the cor-
ner in my family’s case.
Thankfully, New Hamp-
shire snakes are decidedly
less threatening than the
images conjured by his-
tory, literature, TV - or
our imaginations. From
April through November
they can be found sun-
ning themselves on roads,
rocks and hiking trails.
During the winter they
like to hibernate in ant
hills, mammal burrows,
and in unheated base-
ments that hover around
40 degrees.

“Stone foundation, dirt
basement. That’s why
you have snakes,” says
D’Aleo. A longtime ad-
mirer of snakes, D’Aleo
built a stone wall near his
house to attract them, un-
fortunately without luck,
he says.

If we can inch past panic
and trepidation, snakes
are to be admired and en-
couraged: They feast on
troublesome insects, and
efficiently dispose of in-
vading rodents, perform-
ing an invaluable service
to humans by keeping
rodent-borne illnesses in
check.

“You don’t have to love
them, and it’s OK to be
afraid of them, but you
need to let them be,” says
D’Aleo. “They’re really
valuable species.”
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Eric D’Aleo, naturalist at the Squam Lakes Natural Science
Center, holds one of their residents, a garter snake, the most

common snake species in the state.

There are currently 11
varieties of snakes in the
Granite state, and only
the timber rattler, the
shyest and rarest, is actu-
ally poisonous. If you’re
a vicarious thrill-seeker,
it’s fun to gape at pictures
on various state websites.
In their dark phase, most
common in New Hamp-
shire, timber rattlers are
deep brown, almost black,
with a hint of dark and
lighter bands on their
flanks. Heavy-looking and
thick-bodied, they grow to
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three to five feet, and have
a pronounced triangular
head and a lighter-colored
rattle at the end of their
tails.

They can be found in
crevices and basking on
ledges and outcroppings
on warm, rocky slopes
and in sunny spots in
damp, bushy, deciduous
forests — that is, if you
can find them at all. Your
chances of encountering
one are extremely remote:
In New Hampshire timber
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Reward Offered for Return

Mittens, lost in the Breton Woods area of
e Gilford. Missing since
: April 12, 2012.
' Multi-color,

red collar.
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Deerfield, NH
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Say Hello to JASPER

Want a cool, handsome, outgoing dog? If you
gravitate towards sturdy, medium sized hound/
labrador types, who smile constantly, enjoy
the water, play fetch and retrieve, then Jasper
might be the perfect choice for you.

He’s been waiting since March for a home,
looking for a second chance having arrived
here from out of state.

In spite of the stressors of shelter life Jasper
has adopted quite well, making canine friends
and watching the world go by.

Look past his initial nervousness when you
stare into his kennel, take him out into one of
our playpens, or leash him up for a walk on our
groomed trail and you will quickly discover a wonderful canine companion.

We think cats would have to be sprinters to stay ahead of him, but introduced cor-
rectly he will co-exist with another canine in the home.

Please consider Jasper!

Call 524-3252 or check www.nhhumane.org for details.
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